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Ms Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida - News Editor of Area United States
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	Asia Pacific, Japan East Region: Blue Music Campfire – 17–18 October
	“A Blue Music Campfire was held at Tokyo YMCA Yamanakako Centre... On the second day, we were blessed with good weather and enjoyed recreation on the lake, going out in large canoes and boats while fascinated by the beautiful view of Mount Fuji. ‘Is it not joyful, is it not a sheer pleasure?’ we said to one another.”
	Something new is happening in our movement, and it seems to go deep. New ideas and inspiration are being shared between clubs all over India, and then they fly over to New York, creating encouragement and motivation. From Chiang Mai, they fly to Kenya, and from Kenya to Denmark. This is building a new sense of inspiration for our global network and friendship, and we are learning from one another. I am learning. The experiences in local clubs are giving me ideas and reflections I had not thought of. The metaphor of Blue Music is being given new and creative content.
	This was just the idea behind my vision. If new ideas grow in local clubs, the great change has already started to happen. When happy people in East Japan dance around the campfire, when American friends enjoy a grill party in Westchester, and Tom and Lori from the Y Service Club of Triangle 2 in Florida come up with brand new ideas for involving young people in Y’s Men International, then I know that the mighty giant is starting to wake up, inspired by the values of Blue Music.
	This is a new way of creating international fellowship across all borders—this is our hope for the future of our movement!
	Today, a special warm greeting and a high five to all our Blue Music Ambassadors, travelling from club to club to inspire and motivate friends to participate in this great awakening. What an army of goodness you are! You are truly the locomotives driving this train forward. Thank you, and have a great time as Ambassadors, representing the IP and the whole movement wherever you go!
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	November
	9–15 November
	International Week of Science and Peace
	The International Week of Science and Peace highlights the important role of science, technology and international cooperation in promoting peace, security and sustainable development. First observed in 1986 and formally recognised by the United Nations in 1988, the week encourages greater understanding of how scientific progress can contribute to peaceful societies and improve lives around the world.
	For Y’s Men International, this observance reflects our commitment to building stronger communities through education, cooperation and service. Scientific knowledge and innovation can help communities address challenges such as climate change, access to clean water, health and environmental sustainability, all closely connected to the UN Sustainable Development Goals and YMI’s Strategy 2032. Through cooperation and a shared commitment to peace, even small local initiatives can contribute to a more sustainable and peaceful world.

	25 November
	International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women
	25 November is the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, raising awareness of one of the most widespread human rights violations worldwide. According to the United Nations, nearly one in three women has experienced physical and/or sexual violence during her lifetime. Violence can take many forms, including domestic abuse, harassment, exploitation and increasingly, abuse through digital platforms.
	The day also marks the beginning of the annual 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, running until Human Rights Day on 10 December. The campaign calls for greater awareness, stronger protection and collective action to prevent violence and support survivors. YMI has long championed gender equality, being among the first international service organisations of its kind to welcome women as full members. The movement continues to promote equal opportunities for women in leadership, encouraging their empowerment, participation and representation at all levels.
	As we observe this important day, let us recognise that preventing violence is a shared responsibility. By challenging discrimination, promoting respect, ensuring women’s equal participation in all aspects of club life and supporting organisations working to protect women and girls, we can help build communities where everyone can live in safety and dignity.
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	Interested in welcoming a BF Ambassador?
	Complete and submit the BF Hosting Form by the deadline to register your interest.
	Together, we can build friendships that cross borders and strengthen the YMI movement worldwide!






